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 What is Dual Coding? 

• ADual coding presents information in both a 

visual (picture) and verbal (word) format. By 

using 2 different ways of presenting the 

information, it can make it easier to learn and 

retain the information. 

• Dual coding should: 

o Use simple images to represent the words 

written alongside them. 

o The image and the word should represent 

the same thing 

o Use only key words and phrases. 

Pro’s and Con’s of Dual Coding 

Pro’s Con’s 
• Supports retrieval practice, 

assisting your ability to recall 
information 

• Activates prior knowledge 
• Builds knowledge schemas 
• Reduces cognitive load 

• Excessive use may increase volume of 
content, negatively impacting cognitive 
load 

• More abstract words and ideas can be 
difficult to represent as visual symbols 

• Creating complex symbols can become 
time consuming 

 
 

Example (Link to example INSERT LINK) 

 

 

Dual Coding 

Link to video 
on dual coding 

INSERT LINK 


